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A SH  T OH  -upon-  ME.R  S E Y UR3AH  AUTHORITY. 


Medical  Officer  07?  Health  - Dr.  Charles  J.  Renshaw . 

Population,  Census,  1911  - 7,240. 

Estimated  Population,  middle  of  1912  - 7,300. 
area  in  acres  - 1,623.  Persons  to  the  acre  - 4.5. 

Death  rate  per  1,000  living  persons  - 9.5. 

Deaths  under  one  year  per  1,000  births  - 61. 

Birth  rate  - 21.5. 

The  health  of  Ash  toil -up  on -Mersey  during  1912  has 
been  good,  owing  to  the-  unusual  fall  of  rain,  the  ■sewers 
have  been  constantly  flushed. 

Plies  have  been  in  much  less  numbers,  and  there 
has  been  comparatively  little  dust. 

The  river  Mersey  has  been  fairly  full  of  water  so 
the  current  has  been  regular  and  little  or  no  smell  from  the 
stagnation  of  any  part  of  the  stream.  The  brooks  too  have 
flown  freely  with  clean  water. 

The  drainage  beds  of  the  Authority  have  acted  well 
and  the  drainage  has  been  fairly  free  from  impurities  as  it 
entered  the  river,  having  passed  through:  the  tanks  and  the 
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willow  beds.  Owing  to  there  being  plenty  of  ground  for 
further  soakage  and  dealing  with  the  sewage,  application 
has  been  made  to  the  Local  Board,  to  borrow  money  to  convert 
all  the  privies  into  water  closets  except  in  the  out -lying 
farms,  that  will  when  completed  lessen  materially  the  fly 
breeding  places,  and  the  occasional  smell. 

The  population  of  Ashton-upon-Mersey  is  mixed, 
chiefly  agricultural,  but  many  have  their  occupations  in 
the  City  of  Manchester,  only  sleeping  out  in  the  country,  - 
the  amount  of  poor  relief  is  small. 

The  water  is  supplied  by  the  Cheshire  VTater 
Company,  which  gets  its  water  from  the  Corporation  of 
Manchester,  chiefly  from  Woodhead , there  is  also,  in  case 
of  necessity,  a supply  from  Thirl me re . The  water  during 
the  year  has  been  sufficient  in  quantity  and  good  in 
quality. 

The  soil  is  earth,  gravel  and  river  detritus,  at 
considerable  depth  clay  is  found. 

The  Schools  are  well  built  and  well  supplied  with 
water,  All  Saints'  school  in  October  had  to  he  closed  for 
an  epidemic  of  measles,  having  previously  been  closed  in 
April  for  mumps,  when  Barkers  Lane  School,  had  also  to  be 
closed  for  mumps.  St.  Mary's  and  S.  Martin's  have  kept 
free  from  epidemics,  and  the  children  well. 

The  milk  supply  is  good,  nc  tuberculous  milk  has 
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■been  reported,  no  action  has  "been  taken,  the  cows  inspected 
are  healthy  and  well  fed. 

The  food  in  the  neighbourhood  is  good,  and  the 
■buildings  in  which  it  is  kept  are  clean.  ho  action  has 
teen  taken  or  had  to  he  taken  against  any  one . 

ho  chemical  examination  has  teen  required,  the 
health  of  the  locality  having  teen  very  good,  only  ono  case 
of  enteric  fever  having  occurred.  This  is  the  only  case 
that  has  teen  moved  to  an  isolation  hospital  during  the  year. 
The  bacillus  of  tuberculosis  has  teen  searched  for  at  the 
hospitals  where  the  tuberculosis  patients  have  attended of 
these  patients,  24  have  teen  notified.  Many  of  these  were 
notified  from  tuberculosis  hospitals. 

Infectious  diseases  when  they  occur  are  notified 
from  the  Schools,  as  well  as  by  the  Medical  Attendant. 

The  question  of  Tuberculosis  is  new  before  the 
County  Council  and  the  Bueklow  Hundred  of  Cheshire;  the 
cases  are  chiefly  under  the  treatment  of  the  tuberculous 
Eospitals  in  Manchester. 

Ho  disease  is  prevalent  in  the  district,  since 
the  epidemic  of  measles  passed  away. 

There  are  very  few  deaths  of  children  under  twelve , 
ten  only  - the  mothers  of  Ash ten-upen -Mersey  are  skilled 
nurses . 
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I am  still  of  the  opinion  that  there  is  a suffi- 
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ciency  of  good  houses  for  the  working  classes  in  the  district 
and  no  case  for  the  Council  to  proceed  under  the  Housing  of  the 
forking  Classes  Act. 

Hew  Houses  are  inspected  during  erection  by  the 
Council’s  Surveyor,  and  finally  examined  prior  to  Certificates 
of  Eat  i tat  ion  "being  granted. 

During  the  year,  one  case  of  overcrowding  was  "brought 
to  my  notice  and  after  the  serving  of  a notice  the  tenants  left 
the  house,  it  "being  ultimately  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation. 

Closing  Orders:  Five  closing  Orders  have  "been  made  "by  the 

Council  on  my  representation,  in  three  cases  the  Orders  have 
teen  determined,  the  houses  having  teen  made  fit,  in  :ne  case 
the  house  was  pulled  down  to  provide  more  open  space  for  the 
surrounding  property  and  in  the  last  case  the  house  is  still 
closed,  the  Council  having  refused  to  determine  the  order. 

Inspection:  . Under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulation  1910,  165  houses  have  teen  inspected  during  the  year , 
making  2 93  in  all,  the  general  character  of  the  matters  requi- 
ring attention  were  as  follows 

Insanitary  Closet  accommodation  . . 40 

Defective  drainage. 29 

Ho  free  circulation  of  Air  . . . . 5 
Dampness  of  Tails  . . . . • • . • 17 
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Insanitary  Yards 45 

Defective  Rain  Fater  Pipes  ..  ..  7 

Defective  Roofs  ..  ..  ..  ..  6 

Defective  Faste  Pipes  ..  ..  ..  19 

To  Cleanse  houses  . . . . . . . 6 

Repairing  Ashpits  8 

22  Statutary  notices  have  been  served  for  the  carry- 
ing out  of  the  above  alterations  and  in  all  cases 
hut  one  they  have  been  complied  with,  this  case  is 
still  pi’oceeding. 


Closet  Accommodation:  The  number  of  privy  Middens  at 

the  beginning  of  the  year  was  582,  since  then  49  conversions 
have  been  made  - 40  under  the  Act  of  1907  - Total  number  of 
privy  middens  is  now  533. 

fresh  Fater  Closets  1274 

Faste  Fater  Closets  16 

Cowsheds:  In  only  two  cases  was  it  found  necessary  to 

make  complaint  and  generally  speaking  everything  was  found 
satisfactory. 

Slaughter  houses:  I have  no  complaint  against  these , 

all  being  satisfactory. 


Fork shops : These  have  again  been  inspected  under  the 
Act  of  1901,  and  with  one  exception  everything  was  found  in 
good  order  and.  condition. 


5 


\ 


During  the  year,  331  inspections  have  teen  made 
cy  the  Inspector,  particulars  of  which  are  appended  to  this 
Deport e In  most  cases  a formal  notice  sufficed,  hut  all 
the  matters  have  been  satisfactorily  attended  to.  The 
following  is  a list;  of  the  sanitary  improvements  carried 
out  to  property  during  the  year. 


Privy  Middens  converted  into  "DCs..  49 

Houses  re-drained  29 

Stopped  up  drains  attended  to  . . 9 

Repairs  to  Ashpits 8 

Various  complaints  attended  to  ..  12 

Disinfections  carried  out  ..  ..  27 

vDvercrowding  cases..  ..  ..  ..  1 
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